Assignment 3 Modes and Chord Sequences
Modes
In the previous assignment I learned that the major scale has the following formula
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Using C as a root gives the following scale C D E F G A B C

Applying the formula to each of the 12 notes in an octave gives 12 possible major scales.

Within each of these scales minor triads are found at the II, III and VI scale degrees.

Thinking about the Cmajor scale for a moment  but starting on a different note of the scale, and the order of intervals change, producing a different sound. It is these different flavours or modes which can colour a song.

The Modes - Major Scale produces:
I----------- Ionian
II---------- Dorian
III--------- Phrygian
IV---------- Lydian
V----------- Mixolydian
VI---------- Aeolian
VII--------- Locrian
Example 1

// C / B min / A min / B min / C / B min / A min / G //

There are two consecutive minors Am & Bm, If we place them on scale degrees  II & III then this corresponds with the scale of G Maj
Gmaj has the following notes G A B C D E F# G
Mode – The starting chord is C.  C is on the  IV scale degree in G Major, Hence the mode is C Lydian.

Treating C Lydian as a scale in its own right gives the following note sequence C D E F# G A B C
// C / B min / A min / B min / C / B min / A min / G //
// I/ VIImin / VI min / VIImin / I / VIImin / III min / V //
Example 2

// D min / G min / C / A min / D min / Bb / C / A min //


There are two consecutive minors Gm & Am, If we place them on scale degrees  II & III then this corresponds with the scale of F Maj
Fmaj has the following notes F G A Bb C D E F 
Mode – The starting chord is Dm.  Dm is on the  VI scale degree in F Major, Hence the mode is D Aeolian.

Treating D Aeoliann as a scale in its own right gives the following note sequence D E F G A Bb C D
// D min / G min / C / A min / D min / Bb / C / A min //
// Imin / IVmin / bVII / Vmin / Imin / bVI / bVII / V//
Example 3 

// F min7 / Eb / Bb7 / Bb7 / F min7 / C min / Eb / Bb7 / Bb7 //
The sequence starts with F min 7 suggesting that  if this is the second scale degree of the Eb scale.
// IImin7 / I / V7 / V7 / IImin7 / VI / I / V7/ V7 // - not correct
// I min7/ bVII/ IV7/ IV7/ I min7 /  V min / bVII/ IV7 / IV7 // - correct

Mode – The starting chord is Fmin7.  Fmin7 is on the  II scale degree in Eb Major, Hence the mode is F Dorian.

Example 4

// Eb maj7 / D min7 / G min7 / F7 / Eb maj7 / C min7 / Bb maj7 / F7 //

Tere are two consecutive minors 7 chords  Cm7 & Dm7, If we place them on scale degrees  II & III then this corresponds with the scale of Bb Maj

Bbmaj has the following notes Bb C D Eb F G A Bb
Mode – The starting chord is Eb maj.  THis is on the  IV scale degree in Eb Major, Hence the mode is Eb Lydian.

Treating Eb Lydian as a scale in its own right gives the following note sequence  Eb F G A Bb C D Eb
Example 5

// D maj7 / B min7 / E min7 / A7 / D maj7 / F# min7 / G maj7 / A7 //

The scale is D Maj
Dmaj has the following notes D E F# G A B C#  D  
Mode – The starting chord is Dmaj7.  Dmaj7 is on the  I scale degree in D Major, Hence the mode is D Ionian.

Treating D Ionian as a scale in its own right gives the following note sequence D E F# G A B C# D
